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Exploring Careers in Public Service

Grade Level: High school US Government; adaptable to middle school and upper elementary social studies

Purpose/Overview
Through this lesson and associated exercises, students will research specific public service careers to explore the role they play in their communities and governments, the benefits of working in public service, and how to pursue these careers.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/standards/national-geography-standards/
11. The patterns and network of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface.
12. The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20Social%20Studies%208.26.19.pdf
4.4.1 Describe the concepts of democracy and representative government, including the rule of law, equality, the common good, and individual rights.
A. Explain the concept of civic responsibilities, including respect for the law, the necessity for compromise, civic participation, and public service.
4.4.2 Describe the patterns and networks of economic interdependence among regions of the United States.
B. Identify the major economic activities of each region of the United States by comparing how people satisfy their basic needs through the production of goods and services.
5.5.1 Examine the key principles of government established in the Constitution of the United States including:
	A. separation of powers among three branches of government
	B. the system of checks and balances
	C. shared powers between the federal and state governments
7.3.4 Evaluate and summarize the impact of geography on population distribution, density, growth, change, settlement patterns, the availability of resources, and migration, including push and pull factors.
USG.1.4 Compare the role of government in market and command economic systems.
USG.3.3 Summarize and explain the relationships and responsibilities among national, state, tribal, and local governments.
USG.4 The student will examine the Constitution of the United States by comparing the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government as they address the needs of the public.
USG.5 The student will be able to evaluate the significance of civic participation in order to ensure the preservation of our constitutional government.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021%20Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20English%20Language%20Arts.pdf
4.1.L.2 Students will actively listen and interpret a speaker’s verbal messages and ask questions to clarify the speaker’s purpose.
7.1.S.2 Students will engage in collaborative discussions about what they are reading and writing, expressing their own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, and whole-class settings.
7.1.S.3 Students will give formal and informal presentations in a group or individually, providing evidence to support a main idea while determining the purpose, content, and form to suit the audience.
7.3.W.2 Students will compose informative essays or reports that:
	- objectively introduce and develop topics
	- incorporate evidence (e.g., specific facts, details, charts and graphs, data)
	- maintain an organized structure
	- use sentence variety and word choice to create clarity
	- establish and maintain a formal style
	- emulate literary devices from mentor texts
12.1.S.3 Students will conduct formal and informal presentations in a variety of contexts supporting their message with evidence and using verbal and nonverbal cues.
12.3.W.2 Students will compose informative essays, reports, or technical writing that:
	- objectively introduce and develop topics
	- include a defensible thesis
	- incorporate evidence (e.g., specific facts, details, charts and graphs, data)
	- maintain an organized structure
	- use sentence variety and word choice to create clarity and concision
	- establish and maintain a formal style
	- emulate literary devices from mentor texts

Geographic Themes
· Location: Oklahoma and the United States
· Place: The physical and human characteristics that influence employment opportunities for a given location in the United States
· Movement: Why it is sometimes necessary to relocate to secure employment in a desired field
· Human-Environment Interaction: How environmental conditions influence industry and associated employment opportunities, how industry can impact the environment, and the role that government plays in impacting the human relationship with the natural environment
· Region: How employment opportunities differ within and between regions of the United States; how opportunities are influenced by regional differences such as culture, environment, and policy

Objectives
1. What key topic/issue(s) is/are associated with this lesson/unit?
Students will learn about different career opportunities in public service and how these jobs are an integral part of the network that sustains our communities.
2. What should students know after this lesson/unit?
They will know about public sector job responsibilities, the necessary qualifications for those positions, and how these jobs fit into their community.
3. How will students apply this lesson/unit content?
Each student will choose a specific field to study in depth and write a research report about the job’s functions and the path they would need to take to pursue that that career. 

Materials
· Public Service Careers Presentation
· Computer/internet access
· Paper and pencil (if not using computers to write reports)

Time Frame:  Three or four 45-minute class periods

Procedures 
1. Before opening the lesson, the teacher will ask students for examples of jobs in the public service sector and how many of them would consider working in public service. The teacher should take note of their responses, as students will be asked the same questions at the end of the activity.
2. The teacher will introduce the public service field using the “Public Service Careers Presentation.” 
3. Each student will explore the US Bureau of Labor Statistics website (https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/subject/public_service.htm) and/or list of public service careers (https://work.chron.com/list-public-service-careers-1912.html) and choose one field or category within public service to research. The next steps (#4 and #5) contain two options for completing the assignment. One or both of them can be completed depending on the teacher’s preference and students’ needs. 
4. Option A: Students will write a report based on this research that includes examples of jobs within this field, responsibilities of these jobs, and qualifications for these jobs. The report should also include an overview of what public service means and the benefits of working in public service. If desired, students will also create and deliver a short (approximately five-minute) presentation to explain the findings of their research to the class.
5. Option B: Students will find a public service job posting online and compose a sample resume and cover letter for the position. Consider directing students to public service careers in Oklahoma if they need help narrowing their search.
6. Exit survey: The teacher will ask students how many of them would consider working in public service now that they know more examples of jobs in this sector, how to pursue these careers, and some of the benefits of working in public service.

Assessment Options
· Individual written report (2-4 pages)
· Oral presentation of report with slides or a physical poster
· Application package including a resume and cover letter

Resources
· Public Service Careers Presentation
· US Bureau of Labor Statistics webpages (https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/subject/public_service.htm)
· USA Jobs - the US government’s job portal (http://www.usajobs.gov/)
· State of Oklahoma jobs (https://oklahoma.gov/omes/careers1.html)
· List of public service careers (https://work.chron.com/list-public-service-careers-1912.html)

Extension and Enrichment/Simplification
· Simplification for upper elementary and middle school Social Studies: The teacher can use the Public Service Careers Presentation to teach about what public service is and then highlight one public service field every week or month in social studies class by showing a short presentation or inviting someone who works in that job to come talk to the class.
· Extension: Each student will use the USA Jobs website (https://www.usajobs.gov/) to find a specific job in the field on which they wrote their reports. If desired, the teacher can select a different site such as the State of Oklahoma (https://oklahoma.gov/omes/careers1.html). Each student will be assigned a partner in order to conduct short mock job interviews. They will both read each other’s reports or application materials and the job posting to learn about their partner’s selected career field. They will each come up with four to six questions related to the field their partner researched and interview them. 
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