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Lesson Title: Exploring Oklahoma’s Cities on the Giant Map

Grade Level: 3rd and 4th 

Purpose/Overview:
This activity is designed to help students identify some of Oklahoma’s major cities on the map. Students will be introduced to coordinates and will use them to identify these locations. By exploring on the Giant Map, students will also become more familiar with cities across Oklahoma while growing their perspective of the world around them.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
Standard 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking to understand and communicate information
Standard 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's surface

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20Social%20Studies%205.21.19.pdf
This lesson was designed for 3rd and 4th  grade standards:
3.2.1 Examine Oklahoma’s political and physical features
3.2.2 Examine the interaction of the environment and the peoples of Oklahoma
4.2.1 Use maps and other geographic representations (such as globes and graphs), tools, and technologies, to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

Geographic Themes:
Location - Oklahoma
Place - The physical and human characteristics of Oklahoma
Movement – Where people currently live and how they have moved around the state of Oklahoma
Human-Environment Interaction - How humans modify the physical environment
Region - The region(s) of the state to which Oklahoma’s cities belong


Objectives:
(Related to the standards listed above)
Each lesson plan should answer in a short narrative these questions:
1. What key topic/issue(s) is/are associated with this lesson/unit?
Students will explore the state of Oklahoma by examining and completing an activity on the Giant Map. Students will practice locating a city based on coordinates and vice versa. 
2. What should students know after this lesson/unit?
Students should know how to locate points on a map using approximate coordinates and how to assign approximate coordinates to a given location. Upon completion of this activity, students should be more familiar with Oklahoma’s cities and geography. 
3. How will students apply this lesson/unit content?
Students will practice locating points on a map by using coordinates and complete a worksheet associated with this activity. This exercise will help build a foundation for their understanding and spatial awareness of their town or city as well as the state of Oklahoma.

Materials: Giant Map of Oklahoma, scavenger hunt worksheet (1 copy for each student), clipboards, pencils, lanyards

Time Frame: One class period (45 – 60 minutes)

Procedures:  

Preparation:
· Go over “rules” about the giant map.
1. Socks only on the map.
2. No writing utensils on the map.
3. Walk carefully and resist the temptation to slide around.
· Point out some of the features of the giant map:
compass rose, scale, border, latitude & longitude etc.
Day on Map:
· Introduce and explain the worksheet.
· Go over the latitude and longitude indicators on the map (A-J; 1-7).
· Give an example of how to use these indicators to find a location.
· Give an example of each type of question asked on the worksheet - finding a coordinate and finding a city name.
· Divide the students into four different groups.
· Pass out the clipboards and worksheets to each student, the worksheet will coordinate with the color of the group in which the student has been placed.
· Each group will go one at a time, and students may work together with their group to find the answers.
· Set a timer for each group, and if the students complete their worksheet in time, they can earn a treat.
· The teacher will have the answer key, so if any answers are incorrect, students can go back and try again if there is time remaining.
· Gather students for the last few minutes of class and share things they found interesting.


Assessment Options: Summarize what your suggested assessment will be. Refer back to objectives above:  how will the teacher know that students have learned the intended objectives?
	Application assessment
	Performance-based assessment
	Authentic assessment
	Rubric assessment
Assessment can be individual, group, project, product, long-term, short-term, student-directed, student-produced, written, oral, visual, field-based, research-based, etc.
After students have completed their worksheets, collect them to review how well they did. In order to test their skills, the teacher can rotate the teams to different colors so they can test their knowledge by finding more locations/coordinates.

Resources:  All resources/sources used in the lesson must be documented and cited appropriately, including websites, videos, publications, personal interviews, etc.

Giant Map of Oklahoma (provided by OKAGE; contact okage@ou.edu)
https://media.nationalgeographic.org/assets/file/GS_oklahoma_map_2017.pdf


Extension and Enrichment/Simplification: Describe how a teacher could adapt this lesson:  to higher/lower grades, gifted or special needs students, and/or to reduce the amount of time needed to present the lesson.
This exercise could be adapted for other Giant Traveling Maps. Contact OKAGE to reserve another Giant Map. If the simplified grid is too easy for some students, challenge them to associate approximate latitude and longitude coordinates to their given locations or the locations they have found. To simplify this exercise, decrease the number of locations/coordinates to find.

Connections (optional):  Include Oklahoma Academic Standards for other disciplines/subjects that are met by your lesson/unit.
https://sde.ok.gov/oklahoma-academic-standards
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More about National Geographic Maps and its products at natgeomaps.com or call 1-800-9621643
For more information about National Geographic Giant Maps g0 to natgeo.org/giantmaps




