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Putting the Us in USA 

Grade Level:  Sixth Grade 

Purpose/Overview:  Culture is a term that we take for granted that students understand but the 

nuances of prejudice that are formed by misunderstanding are difficult to overcome.  As groups 

of people use more and more stereotypes to describe culture it becomes obvious that a country or 

region's culture is not considered a worthwhile part of their human existence.  Culture may very 

well be the most important aspect of what it means to be human and by understanding and 

respecting the culture of other people we will come closer to being humane. 

National Geography Standard 6:  How culture and experience influence people's 

perceptions of places and regions 

1. People’s different perceptions of places and regions are influenced by their life experiences

2. Perceptions of places and regions change by incorporating multiple direct and indirect

experiences

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies: 

OAS 2012 OAS 2019 

Literacy Skills Standard 1: The student will 

develop and demonstrate Common Core Social 

Studies reading literacy skills. 

Read Critically and Interpret Informational 

Sources: Students will engage in critical, active 

reading of grade-level appropriate primary and 

secondary sources related to key social studies 

concepts, including frequent analysis and 

interpretation of informational sources. 

C.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

with other information in print and digital 

texts.  

4.A.6-8.2 Integrate the use of visual

information (e.g. maps, charts, photographs,

videos, political cartoons) with textual

information from primary and secondary

sources.

C.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, 

and reasoned judgment in a text. 

4.B.6-8.2 Evaluate textual evidence to

determine whether a claim is substantial or

unsubstantial.

Content Standard 4: The student will analyze 

the human systems of the Western Hemisphere 

6.3 The student will identify the characteristics, 

distribution, and demographic patterns of 

human populations and systems of the Western 
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in the context of the world’s peoples and 

cultures. 

Hemisphere. 

4.1 Identify and describe cultural traits of 
language, ethnic heritage, social systems, 
religion, and traditions including how cultural 
diffusion impacts societies.

6.3.2 Identify and describe cultural traits of 
language, ethnic heritage, religion, and traditions 
practiced among peoples.
6.5.2 Explain how cultural diffusion, both voluntary 

and forced, impacts societies of a region. 

Geographic Themes:  Places, Regions 

Objectives:  

1. Students will understand what makes up the culture of a place or region

2. Students will know how to determine the culture of a place or region

3. Students will be able to describe a true cultural statement and a misleading or incorrect

cultural statement

Materials:  Copy of "Putting the Us in the USA", SmartBoard or computer, handouts for 

students. 

Time Frame: At least 2 Class periods, more if you add the homework portion. 

Procedures: 

Opening the lesson: 

Ask students to write down what they think culture means.  Write down all the things mentioned 

by the students for later comparison with talking points.  Ask students to describe the culture of 

Oklahoma using the ideas on the board.   Do they think this is how the rest of the U.S. describes 

our culture?   Why or why not?  Now ask them to write down the culture of another state or 

region of the United States.(California, The South, The East Coast, etc. )  Are these perceptions 

based on cultural observation or cultural prejudice?   

Developing the lesson:  DAY 1 

Describe and have students add to their vocabulary the following terms Cultural 

Observation, and Cultural Judgment. 

Cultural Observation is observing:  how the people dress, how they live, what the 

predominant religion is, how the people work, what resources they have and how they 

use them, and so on. 

a. Have the students use their classroom as a culture and describe what they see. For

example, there are fifteen females and twelve males (Count the teacher!)
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Cultural Judgment takes these observations gives opinions expressed as facts.  An 

example is the wearing chador or a hijab. Almost everyone has an opinion but has more 

than likely never known a woman who wears it or why. Use the PowerPoint "Putting the 

Us in USA" as talking points to cover the traits of culture and for the assignment. 

Students will compare their lists and the list generated on the board against to the ppt to 

make sure they have a complete copy of notes. Before starting the PowerPoint have 

students get out a sheet of paper and make a T chart. On the left arm of the T write 

Cultural Observations and on the right arm write Cultural Judgments. 

When you get to the first video clip, stop, have students write in the margin the name of 

the movie and then begin to fill in the T chart. Remind students they are looking for 

Cultural Observations and Cultural Judgments found, hinted at or demonstrated in the 

movie. There are four clips:  East Side Sushi, The Tainted Veil, Instructions Not Included 

and Race. 

Show the clip two times-once looking only for observations and a second time for 

judgments. 

After students have finished the activity over East Side Sushi, go back to the slideshow 

for possible answers. 

Continue PowerPoint, stopping for each clip until you reach Slide 20.  *Note: You may 

not need to show each clip twice depending on the class. If you do not have enough time 

to show all four videos, they are presented in the order from least complicated to most 

complex. You may skip, save for later, etc.  A short synopsis of each is given in the 

resources. 

Developing the Lesson:  DAY 2 

Explain that today the students are going to analyze cultural political cartoons.  *Note: 

Make sure you have taught Janet Hall's lesson "Tools for Introducing Political Cartoons" 

before you do this or it will not make sense. 

Remind students that a political cartoon is always the opinion of the cartoonist. Go over 

again what to look for: images, labels, captions and/or a title.   

Pass out analysis papers. 

The first cartoon is very complicated and is analyzed step by step. 

Continue through each cartoon then have students finish on their own. 

Concluding the lesson:  
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All media has a bias. The students have seen two different types. What do they see on 

television, video games, magazines, and the internet, especially advertising?  Discuss. 

Option: Have students keep a journal for a week on the cultural observations and 

judgments they can find on any of the media above. Have them choose commercials, 

television shows, etc.  Write down the name of the show or the product being advertised, 

etc.  

Assessment: Informal assessment is ongoing throughout the lesson. Formal assessment is in the 

decisions students make on the last political cartoon and the BONUS cartoon. The T charts may 

be turned in for assessment credit. If a journal is kept, this can be the formal assessment. 

 

Resources: 

http://www.afsusa.org/educators/teachers-toolbox/lesson-plans/observations-vs-judgements/ 

Pictures used in Cultural Traits: 

Language: 

http://jwa.org/blog/yiddish-signs-tell-women-to-move-to-side  Yiddish sign 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/02/nyregion/queens-councilman-wants-english-to-dominate-store-

signs.html?_r=0  Chinese 

http://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.26651/   Spanish 

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/vietnamese-659434-saigon-little.html    Vietnamese 

http://www.johnbyronkuhner.com/2009/08/dearborn-michigan/  Arabic 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/mamma-lucias-restaurant-brooklyn 

http://sketchbook-wandering.blogspot.com/2012/10/boston-rainy-day-en-francais.html 

Religion: 

http://www.stmary-highhill.com/about.html     Catholic 

http://www.zionlutheranwaterville.org/pages/about-us   Lutheran 

http://ueco.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Holy-Transfiguration-Greek-Orthodox-Church-0007-

1024x685.jpg  Greek Orthodox 

http://www.sohosandiego.org/reflections/2001september/heritagepark.htm  Jewish  

http://www.afsusa.org/educators/teachers-toolbox/lesson-plans/observations-vs-judgements/
http://jwa.org/blog/yiddish-signs-tell-women-to-move-to-side
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/02/nyregion/queens-councilman-wants-english-to-dominate-store-signs.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/02/nyregion/queens-councilman-wants-english-to-dominate-store-signs.html?_r=0
http://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.26651/
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/vietnamese-659434-saigon-little.html
http://www.johnbyronkuhner.com/2009/08/dearborn-michigan/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/mamma-lucias-restaurant-brooklyn
http://sketchbook-wandering.blogspot.com/2012/10/boston-rainy-day-en-francais.html
http://www.stmary-highhill.com/about.html
http://www.zionlutheranwaterville.org/pages/about-us
http://ueco.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Holy-Transfiguration-Greek-Orthodox-Church-0007-1024x685.jpg
http://ueco.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Holy-Transfiguration-Greek-Orthodox-Church-0007-1024x685.jpg
http://www.sohosandiego.org/reflections/2001september/heritagepark.htm
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http://www.islamun.com/IslamicPictures/WorldMosques/pics_html/Beautiful_Mosques_19/islamic-

research-and-dawah-ctr-brooklyn-usa.html  Muslim 

http://www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/7267   Buddhist 

http://www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/  Non-Denominational 

Ethnic Heritage: 

https://catherineljohnson.wordpress.com/2012/12/28/happy-kwanzaa-seven-principles-

lifecommunity-affirmation-26-december-through-1-january/  Kwanzaa 

http://cdn3.freedomoutpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Oktoberfest.jpg  Oktoberfest 

https://blog.witness.org/2014/05/witness-cinco-de-mayo-music-monday-playlist/ 

http://www.picshunger.com/inspirations/chinese-new-year/ 

http://fun.familyeducation.com/st-patricks-day-crafts-and-activities/74735.html 

https://www.facebook.com/Oklahoma-Czech-Festival-129767723735716/ 

http://www.bettyqualls.com/    Red Earth image 

Social Systems: 

http://jarche.com/2012/06/social-systems/   locks image 

Traditions: 

http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/menus/how-to-streamline-thanksgiving-dinner-cleanup.htm  

Thanksgiving dinner 

http://www.schaefferarts.com/1983-grace-kelly-inspired/  Wedding dress 

http://www.isvmag.com/07/03/how-to-celebrate-the-4th-of-july/2209 

http://www.oldguard.mdw.army.mil/specialty-platoons/tomb-of-the-unknown 

http://www.kidspot.com.au/christmas/section+630+Christmas-traditions.htm  Cookies for Santa 

Art:  

http://www.sandlapper.org/magazine/sweetweave/   Sweetgrass weaving 

 http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2012/11/arab_american_institute_founde.html    

dance 

http://www.coolhunting.com/culture/huang-yan    painted face 

http://www.islamun.com/IslamicPictures/WorldMosques/pics_html/Beautiful_Mosques_19/islamic-research-and-dawah-ctr-brooklyn-usa.html
http://www.islamun.com/IslamicPictures/WorldMosques/pics_html/Beautiful_Mosques_19/islamic-research-and-dawah-ctr-brooklyn-usa.html
http://www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/7267
http://www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/
https://catherineljohnson.wordpress.com/2012/12/28/happy-kwanzaa-seven-principles-lifecommunity-affirmation-26-december-through-1-january/
https://catherineljohnson.wordpress.com/2012/12/28/happy-kwanzaa-seven-principles-lifecommunity-affirmation-26-december-through-1-january/
http://cdn3.freedomoutpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Oktoberfest.jpg
https://blog.witness.org/2014/05/witness-cinco-de-mayo-music-monday-playlist/
http://www.picshunger.com/inspirations/chinese-new-year/
http://fun.familyeducation.com/st-patricks-day-crafts-and-activities/74735.html
https://www.facebook.com/Oklahoma-Czech-Festival-129767723735716/
http://www.bettyqualls.com/
http://jarche.com/2012/06/social-systems/
http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/menus/how-to-streamline-thanksgiving-dinner-cleanup.htm
http://www.schaefferarts.com/1983-grace-kelly-inspired/
http://www.isvmag.com/07/03/how-to-celebrate-the-4th-of-july/2209
http://www.oldguard.mdw.army.mil/specialty-platoons/tomb-of-the-unknown
http://www.kidspot.com.au/christmas/section+630+Christmas-traditions.htm
http://www.sandlapper.org/magazine/sweetweave/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2012/11/arab_american_institute_founde.html
http://www.coolhunting.com/culture/huang-yan
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Environment: 

http://education.kings.edu/dsmith/Lesson%207.html  biomes map 

Movie Clips: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH0p79K7QQ8  East Side Sushi  

Movie about a single mom living with her father and daughter in New York.  She works menial 

jobs but has dreams for a better life for her daughter and herself.  She answers a help wanted sign 

and realizes that she could become a sushi chef if she is given the chance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV467uY9nk8  The Tainted Veil 

Discussions from Muslim women, university researchers, and Muslim theologians around the 

world about wearing a hijab. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rlFr2lu0IY      Instructions not Included 

An Acapulco playboy opens the door to a women he hasn’t seen in months and she hands him a 

baby.  Valentin suddenly has to grow up and raise a daughter with no skills, occupation, or 

knowledge if he will ever see the woman again.  Six years later she calls wanting to see her 

daughter. 

 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3499096/  Race 
 
The story of the meteoric rise of Jesse Owens and the problems he faced getting to the 1936 
Olympics.  Prejudice is more implied than overt.  Students will have to look for labels, signs, etc.  
This trailer is longer and more complete than the YouTube versions and is why it is not 
embedded but linked. 
 
Slide 18 poster:  https://culturalconflict.wordpress.com/2013/12/09/culture-stereotype/ 
 

Political Cartoons:  

Tools for Interpreting Political Cartoons, Janet Hall, presented at World Geography Academy, 

September 30, 2015.  hall@bps.k12.ok.us. 

 http://imgur.com/gallery/u1ALz    American stereotype 

https://youngadultliterature.wordpress.com/2011/11/14/stereotypes-in-american-born-chinese/  

1880s political cartoon 

https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/go-back-to-where-youre-from.jpg   Racist 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/mmw/2012/01/how-are-muslim-women-doing-in-political-

cartoons/  bikini/chador 

http://education.kings.edu/dsmith/Lesson%207.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH0p79K7QQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV467uY9nk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rlFr2lu0IY
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3499096/
https://culturalconflict.wordpress.com/2013/12/09/culture-stereotype/
mailto:jhall@bps.k12.ok.us
http://imgur.com/gallery/u1ALz
https://youngadultliterature.wordpress.com/2011/11/14/stereotypes-in-american-born-chinese/
https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/go-back-to-where-youre-from.jpg
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/mmw/2012/01/how-are-muslim-women-doing-in-political-cartoons/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/mmw/2012/01/how-are-muslim-women-doing-in-political-cartoons/
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http://www.politicalcartoons.com/cartoon/c6064714-5c7c-4f29-8e9f-39eb73917f2d.html Bill 

Day Cartoon Illegal Aliens 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/cartoonview.asp?catref=mban195   Homeless cartoon 

http://gulfcoastprogressive.blogspot.com/2006/02/offensive-cartoons-in-arab-world-as.html  

Bonus cartoon 

Extensions/Simplification:  

Students may be paired with a peer and the T chart filled out together. One student may write 

while the other observes and work together on the judgments. Journal activity may be used as an 

extension or in tiered assignments. 

Connections: World Literature, Art 
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